
Bring Your Meeting Home

On Friday March 26, 2009 at 10:30 AM the Conquistadors helped
the Charlotte Harbor Visitor and Convention Center kick off their new
marketing program, “Bring Your Meeting Home.”

Becky Bovell, director of the Charlotte Harbor Visitor and Convention Bureau made a challenge to
community residents to utilize their connections to bring meetings and conferences to the Charlotte Harbor
Event and Conference Center and to become Charlotte

The purpose is to help fill the
Event & Conference Center, introduce
new revenue sources, generate more
spending in local businesses, and help
create a strong economic impact for
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands.

If a resident provides
information about a possible contact and
the contact books a meeting or
convention and at least 10% of the
attendees stay in area accommodations,
that resident will be designated at
Charlotte Harbor Meetings Ambassador
and will be awarded with an exclusive
deed to an acre-foot of Charlotte Harbor.
An acre-foot of water is one acre in area
and one foot deep which converts to
43,560 cubic feet of water or 325,851.4
gallons of water.

The Royal Order of Ponce de
Leon Conquistadors and their ship “the
Palencia” served as a backdrop to the
press conference.

The new Event and Convention
Center opened in November 2008 and
provides 45,560 sq. ft. of space on the
waterfront of the Peace River. The
Hibiscus Hall provides 20,000 sq. ft. of
exhibit space accommodating up to 112
exhibit booths or 900 banquet style. This
room can be divided into three equal
sections. Up to four breakout rooms, 900 sq. ft., can be utilized, each simultaneously accommodating 94 people
theater style.

Media coverage was by WINK TV, Ft. Myers; WFTS TV, Tampa; CCTV, Charlotte County; and the
Sun-Herald Newspaper.
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